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NEWS

Thrice the price, but nice
LOUISE ATTARD

Triplets Daniel, Ella and Georgia get ready for their first day at school. Picture: DAVID HILL

IF your child is starting kinder-
garten next week, spare a thought
for Sharon and Chris Jones from
Emu Plains.

Their five-year-old triplets
Georgia, Ella and Daniel will start
school at Penrith Anglican College
on February 1.

And already it has been a costly
affair to get three of everything.

‘‘I’ve made a list and I’ve still got
a few things to get,’’ Ms Jones said.

‘‘The generosity of parents has
been great and we’ve had so much
given to us.

‘‘All the girls’ uniforms have
been given to us and the school
bags.

‘‘The biggest expense was their
school shoes but with the sales it’s
been easier.

‘‘I hope their feet grow slow.’’
Ms Jones said this year would

be a life-changing experience for
all family members.

‘‘The whole dynamics of our
family structure will change,’’ she
said.

But she can forget about putting
her feet up while the house is
silent.

Ms Jones, who works part-time
at home, said she would have to
increase her workload to pay for
the extra school expenses.

Their other child Joshua, 10,
will be in Year 5 at the school and
will look out for his siblings until

they settle in, especially as the
triplets will be separated.

‘‘It’s been the hardest decision
I’ve had to make to split them up
but I think in the long run they
will benefit from it,’’ Ms Jones
said.

‘‘They have to learn to become
independent and become their

own people. And they have a
tendency to gang up on you.

‘‘They do it to me and I know
they’ll do it to the teacher.’’

To prepare for the predicted
chaos that will occur every morn-
ing, Ms Jones said the triplets will
practice getting up at a set time,
having breakfast, putting on their

uniforms and collecting their
packed lunches.

Talkative Ella said she was
looking forward to starting kindy.

‘‘I want to play in the play-
ground (and) I would like to go on
the computer,’’ she said.

Penrith Anglican College also
has triplets in Year 6.

BRIEFLY

Free tree
THE first 150 people who donate
blood at the Nepean Donor Centre
tomorrow or Friday will receive a
native plant, compliments of Penrith
Council. The centre will be closed on
Australia Day. To make an
appointment, phone 4734 3124 or
drop in during opening hours.

Bonus lottery win
A RICHMOND woman is $101,000
richer after her lottery ticket picked
up the $100,000 first prize and
another $1000 was added for having
numbers one-off the first prize on
the same ticket.

Mission to help
DONATE your unwanted goods by
calling 1300 RUBBISH and help
Mission Australia at the same time.
For a fee, the company will take
away your goods but will also
collect any items on Mission
Australia’s wish list and deliver to
them from anywhere in Sydney. The
types of good Mission Australia
collects include blankets, bed linen,
towels, pillows, curtains, crockery,
cutlery and pots and pans.

Calling all mums
DO you know a fantastic, caring and
loving mum? Nominate her for the
Barnardos Australia Mother of the
Year Awards. Applications close on
February 5. For more information,
visit the www.barnardos.org.au
website. The winner will be
announced in May.


